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Osteoarthritis and Cartilage 23 (2015) 497Letter to the EditorMore details on the database used in the study should be providedDear Editor
We read with great interest the study on “Association between
body mass index and risk of total knee replacement, the Singapore
Chinese Health Study” by Leung et al.1. This is because it reports
more evidence for a constant biomechanical mechanism underly-
ing BMI and KOA initiation and/or progression.
However, we believe that due to the methodology of the study
potentially underestimates of the number of total knee replace-
ments performed by the patients in the study. This is because we
would like to note the MediClaim System hospital discharge data-
base2 utilized by the study does not record all hospital discharges
from public and private hospitals. It is a system which records pa-
tients only if (1)he/she who wishes to pursue a ﬁnancial healthcare
claims, (2)meets the criteria through the Singapore government's
healthcare ﬁnancing system for procedures done by (3)accredited
health practitioners and (4) accredited health institutions. Only af-
ter a patient passes through the stringent criteria can a patient
claim for ﬁnancial support for his treatment and be include on
the Mediclaim System hospital discharge system. If a patient choo-
ses not to pursue a claim through the system or do not have their
procedures performed by an accredited health practitioner or insti-
tute, or does not meet the criteria set by the Ministry of Health in
Singapore he/she would not be recorded by this database.
Although we understand that the number of patients unac-
counted for in this study through this aspects is likely to be small.
We believe that clinicians will be better able to interpret and utilize
the results from the study with this information.
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